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.. 
-VV-est "Virginia 
' University 
The Collea• o~ La"W" Library-
Mrs. Betty W. Taylor 
Law Librarian 
Spessard L. Holland Law Center 
Gainesvi lle, Florida 32611 
Dear B tty: 
MORGANTOWN , WEST VIRGINIA 28506 
November 8, 1973 
Thank you for your letter of October 16, 1973, ii: 1A·l.-:.~'t, y.::,u set forth 
a prop osal for compi1ing a nationwide union list of la~ 1.fu rary holdings 
based on the I.ALL Li:s:s . I t is indeed an interes ting p1.·op,)sition but a 
formi dable one. I am reas onably certain that mo·, r:: ~-aw l i b· a rians will re-
spond affirmatively as far as e.."{pressing interest i n the project. How-
ever, I also believe that many law librarians, including myself, will 
hesitate to cormnit themselves firmly to participating in the project i f 
the requirement remains to check holdings on the basis of one list per 
month. 
I have a feeling that many accredited law libraries, including some 
in the Southeastern Region, have not checked their holdings against che 
AALL Lists either because they do not have the available staff and tim . 
or because their libraries are not fully catalogued. It may be a combi n_-
tion of both. A] Ho I ques tion whe the r many librari a have s ufficien t 
hnl ,11111:vi 1n R11 r h 11r 111 Fifi H11 nt1 l nn, Cllln r-r1f1 ,,r Tt1 l11111lr; l r,w r r, 1111-11: 11 1/ 
l11 p, 1lt ur, r1 11 1· r1 f11d l11r ll1d11. If' lliP11 111 11111111pLl111111 111' (1 1· 11J 11t' I, tli t11i. 
I lh r 11 r lt· ll wJ IL 11uL 11111 k " 11 . ·0111ml t111c11t Lo e li u ·k twu .l v l l 1--1 t o pt r y1•11r. , ,., 
t he more pos itive s lde thes e Libraries niight b w:lllinP, to pnrticipn t1! 
the "esoceric'' lists were eli1!1inated or maae alternatives and i f thf! -~un{ .:.. 
of lists to be checked per year were reduced to two or three long or fo·1.1 
to six shorter ones per year. These are just some of my own thoughts an'1 
should be considered only as such. 
If you have a set of checking forms for list number 32 Property, I 
would appreciate your sending it to me. 
Jack Ankrom was here a couple of days ago and asked me to say hello 
for him. 
WEJ1jnf 
Very truly yours, 
William E. Johnson 
Law Librarian and 
Associate Professor of Law 
